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An
unidentified

flyingobject
photographed

over*
Shiraz,Iran,in 1967by a

16-year-old student.

Soviet scientist

scoffsat
sightings

MOSCOW,Sunday(AAP
AP).- A top Sovietscientist

said yesterdaythat sightings

of UFOs,bothin the Soviet

Unionand abroad, belonged

to sciencefictionand that
therewere no visitorsfrom
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outerspace.

In an
interview

withthe Tass

newsagency,Dr Migulinsaidthe
SovietAcademyof Scienceswas
seriously studyingperiodicsight
ingsoverthe USSR.

"Any
suggestion

thatthesein
volve

extraterrestrial
visitorsis

withoutseriousfoundation", he
said.

Dr
Migulin,

the
director

of the
Instituteof Earth Magnetism,

said, "Sightingsdescribedas
flyingsaucersare

insufficiently

seriouslydocumentedand are
rathera basisfor science fiction

stories".

His viewclashed withthatre
cently expressed

by anotherSovi

et
academician,

Mr FelixZigel,

of the MoscowAviationInstitute,

who suggestedvisitorsfrom outer
spacecauseda giganticexplosion

over Siberiathathas baffledsci
entistsfor 70 years.

Mr Zigelgavethe manySoviet

UFO
believers

a boostwhenhe
said an

extraterrestrial

vesselex-
plodedoverthe Tunguskaregion

in 1908.

Dr Migulinconfirmedthat
UFOs were sometimesseen over
the SovietUnion.

"Mostof thesearepolarlights,

celestialbodiesdistortedthrough

atmosphericrefraction,aircraft,
satellitesand weatherballoons",

he said.

"As for thosethatcannotbe
classified,Sovietresearchshows
some are connectedwith changes

in the
physical layers

of theearth

atmosphere,

in
particular

the in
osphere,whichhave been causcd

by solarand human
activity".


